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REDACTED

VIA EMAIL

6 December 2024

Dear REDACTED

Freedom of Information request - Spend on Legal Aid for Solemn Cases

I am writing in response to your email received 12 November 2024 where you asked these three
questions:

1. In each year since 2019-20, including the current financial year to date, how much has
been spent on legal aid for ‘solemn cases’?

2. In each year since 2019-20, including the current financial year to date, how many
defendants were given legal aid?

3. In relation to Q2, what was the outcome of each case? E.g. acquitted, convicted, case
ongoing etc. Please also break this down by crime e.g. 18 murderers convicted, 7 rapists
acquitted etc

The answers to your questions are as follows.

Q.1 The total spent on legal aid for solemn cases, including VAT, in each financial year is shown in
Table 1 below. Please note 2024-25 is a partial year figure — this was calculated for 1/4/24 to0 12/11/24
inclusive. | have shown you the exact figure we have recorded in the first column, and then this figure
rounded to a value in millions in the second column - as | think this might be more useful for you.
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Table 1: Legal Aid Spend on Solemn Cases by Financial Year
Recorded Spend
spend (£) (Emillions)

Financial year

2019-20 33,101,878.68 33.1
2020-21

19,590,337.09 19.6
2021-22

29,162,594.46 29.2
2022-23

33,779,410.19 33.8
2023-24

44,018,832.32 44.0
2024-25*

31,014,924.47 31.0

Q.2 The number of defendants who were given legal aid is shown in Table 2 below. Again please note
2024-25 is a partial year figure — this was calculated for 1/4/24 to 12/11/24 inclusive.

Table 2: Number of defendants given solemn legal aid

Financial year Number of defendants
2019-20 10,281
2020-21 6,935
2021-22 8,945
2022-23 10,117
2023-24 12,208
2024-25 8,105

Defendants have been counted on the basis that their main case has finished and that their main
solicitor account has been paid.
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Q.3 The case outcome by the type of crime with which they were charged, for the number of
defendants who were given legal aid, is shown in Table 3 below. Again please note 2024-25 is a partial
year figure — this was calculated for 1/4/24 to 12/11/24 inclusive.

Deserted outcomes include both simpliciter and pro loco et tempore.

Other outcomes include no outcome recorded and cases transferred.

Table 3: Defendant outcomes by charged crime type

Tabile 3: Defendant cutoames by charged orime type

Crima
| pe Case outcome
Plad Mot Mot Reduwo
Aszzault Gty guitty o Guitt  prove [reserts adta Orthisr Tatal
alesser d smmim
charge L " ary
2019730 1,270 434 345 a3 a4 43 538 2,351
2000021 503 vz 126 17 132 ag7 500 Z,354
20212 1319 435 133 48 2 L] BB 2,308
2022723 1,653 457 306 a2 34 5F7 BED 2,995
207374 1,658 B3 3o0 a2 450 BEZ 4 4,802
2024775 1,000 545 125 LE 3539 412 Je8 2,988
Bail (including breach of bail) |
20M9730 =] v = o st N PR ] 476 |
2020721 Ta 1" 1z 1 ] 5 224 387
2021zE2 7 17 12 1 fra) 41 243 412
2022773 M B o o 28 43 EeT 443
207374 75 16 17 2 B2 Fal 344 577
2024775 =] 11 12 1 42 23 172 329
Drugs reladed maiter |
20M9730 510 118 138 11 BS 7 7 1.I-15|
203021 =] EZ Bl 4 =] =] TED 700
2021zE2 343 85 ES B T =] 175 B3z
2022773 ara 74 17 10 105 40 n 547
202324 4z7 160 145 20 102 =] 20z 1111
2024775 340 121 100 10 115 3 148 BEZ
Embezziement/iraud |
2019730 B2 as 8 o 1 4 -l 17z |
203z 47 14 2 1 7 3 3 T
202122 =] 10 12 0 a 13 35 141
2072773 =] 14 12 4 4 18 4 141
2023724 =] an mn 3 9 9 0 156
2024775 45 15 B 2 1a 11 p] 113
Murder/attemprbed murder' oulpable homilcide |
20M9730 153 a1 50 12 sl 1 =] 3aze |
2000021 7 12 1= 4 12 a S 162
2021722 102 g 4 B Fal a ] o7
2072773 123 an 40 13 12 1 4 53
2023724 145 B2 4 15. 18 a 8 250
2024725 102 el Fa 14 18 a 1B 7
Difensive behaviour (Incl vandal ifensive weapons, breach of the peace) |
2019730 451 105 TE 10 B5 105 174 1.I:IIE-|
2000021 348 53 35 B B1 1m 204 BES
20212 453 129 ™ 12 B1 122 2z 1,142
2072773 43 132 ol 23 ™ 173 21 1.244
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20724 587 1Mz 1 24 123 27 a0 | 1,588
202425 a1z 148 == 16 E 152 136 | 1m7
Daher
201920 s 77 &4 1 54 54 148 726
200021 183 a7 1 1 az 45 e 419
202122 214 a8 3 5 43 57 145 553
202223 n 57 =3 10 55 45 148 585
20724 275 7B 54 10 = 74 1m2 710
202425 204 57 31 & =3 40 = 486
Roed tratic
2019/20 63 12 Y 3 & 8 7 123
200021 40 14 3 o 1 12 6 BE
202122 &2 14 3 4 a a " 100
207223 53 16 4 1 8 17 5 120
207324 74 15 4 4 8 15 7 138
202425 59 18 z 1 2 8 12 104
Robbery |
201920 288 70 T 18 70 42 a7 664 |
200021 155 55 40 3 44 33 57 468
2021722 218 75 45 g 55 az =3 534
207223 235 &3 &0 5 5 ‘w108 E17
2073724 213 106 =3 14 =3 48 1 674
202425 161 35 52 10 55 3z =2 487
Sexual offenoes _|
2013720 571 B4 118 76 53 B2 241 1,248
207021 383 &1 3 33 57 51 1289 778
202122 545 EE &0 71 &3 54 201 | 1,083
207223 B0G 85 &5 a1 64 B 214 | 1204
207324 B52 138 =3 Ll 105 73 282 | 1488
202425 513 g1 =3 74 7 53 180 | 1oa7
Thet'housebreaking |
2013720 478 105 7 g 57 nmz e 1000
207021 275 53 a0 o a7 g3 148 E14
2021722 27 ES 4 3 47 72 140 E31
207223 280 54 3 4 43 B8 14 568
207324 i | 105 &1 2 54 % 15 E54
202425 171 m 3 3 28 45 oe|  ama

| have appended below details about your rights to request a review of this response.

Yours sincerely,

REDACTED
Manager of Analytics

If you would like me to send this letter or email to you in a different format or language, you can make
a request by responding to the email. Where possible we will try and do this within five working days of
receiving your request.

Your right to request a review of decision

If you are dissatisfied with the way in which we have handled your request for information, you may
ask us to review our decision. A request that we review our decision should be made in writing within
40 working days of the date of this letter or, if we have not responded to your request, within 40 days of
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the date by which we should have responded (that would normally be 20 days after receiving your
request).

We will review our decision and tell you the outcome within 20 working days of receiving your request.

If, having done so, you remain dissatisfied, you may ask the Scottish Information Commissioner to
review our decision. You must submit your request in writing to the Commissioner within 6 months of
first receiving notice about the matter you are complaining about.

The Commissioner will not deal with an application unless SLAB’s review process has been used and
exhausted —in other words, until you have asked us to review our decision and you are not satisfied
with our response or have not received a response within 20 working days of your request.

The Commissioner's contact details are:

The Scottish Information Commissioner
Kinburn Castle

Doubledykes Road

St Andrews

Fife

KY16 9DS

Telephone: 01334 464610

Fax: 01334 464611

Website www.itspublicknowledge.info

E-mail: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info

Your appeal can also be dealt with online. The Commissioner has an online appeal service which is
available 24/7 and offers requesters real time help and advice about their appeal. This can be
accessed at: www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal
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