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Analysis & Management Information  
Thistle House  

91 Haymarket Terrace  

  Edinburgh   

EH12 5HE  

  

REDACTED  

  
VIA EMAIL  

  

6 December 2024  

Dear REDACTED  

 

  

Freedom of Information request – Spend on Legal Aid for Solemn Cases  

  

I am writing in response to your email received 12 November 2024 where you asked these three 
questions:  

1. In each year since 2019-20, including the current financial year to date, how much has 
been spent on legal aid for ‘solemn cases’?  

2. In each year since 2019-20, including the current financial year to date, how many 
defendants were given legal aid?  

3. In relation to Q2, what was the outcome of each case? E.g. acquitted, convicted, case 
ongoing etc. Please also break this down by crime e.g. 18 murderers convicted, 7 rapists 
acquitted etc  

  

The answers to your questions are as follows.  

  

Q.1  The total spent on legal aid for solemn cases, including VAT, in each financial year is shown in 
Table 1 below. Please note 2024-25 is a partial year figure – this was calculated for 1/4/24 to 12/11/24 
inclusive.  I have shown you the exact figure we have recorded in the first column, and then this figure 
rounded to a value in millions in the second column – as I think this might be more useful for you.  

  



Page 2 of 5  

  

 

   

  

Table 1: Legal Aid Spend on Solemn Cases by Financial Year  

Financial year  
Recorded 
spend (£)  

Spend  
(£millions)  

2019-20  
      
33,101,878.68   

                 
33.1   

2020-21        
19,590,337.09   

                 
19.6   

2021-22        
29,162,594.46   

                 
29.2   

2022-23        
33,779,410.19   

                 
33.8   

2023-24        
44,018,832.32   

                 
44.0   

2024-25*        
31,014,924.47   

                 
31.0   

  

  

Q.2 The number of defendants who were given legal aid is shown in Table 2 below. Again please note 
2024-25 is a partial year figure – this was calculated for 1/4/24 to 12/11/24 inclusive.    
 
Table 2: Number of defendants given solemn legal aid  

Financial year  Number of defendants  

2019-20  10,281  

2020-21  6,935  

2021-22  8,945  

2022-23  10,117  

2023-24  12,208  

2024-25  8,105  

  

Defendants have been counted on the basis that their main case has finished and that their main 
solicitor account has been paid.  
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Q.3 The case outcome by the type of crime with which they were charged, for the number of 
defendants who were given legal aid, is shown in Table 3 below. Again please note 2024-25 is a partial 
year figure – this was calculated for 1/4/24 to 12/11/24 inclusive.  

Deserted outcomes include both simpliciter and pro loco et tempore.  

Other outcomes include no outcome recorded and cases transferred.  

  
  

Table 3: Defendant outcomes by charged crime type  
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I have appended below details about your rights to request a review of this response.    

  

Yours sincerely,  

  

  

REDACTED  
Manager of Analytics  

  

  

If you would like me to send this letter or email to you in a different format or language, you can make 
a request by responding to the email. Where possible we will try and do this within five working days of 
receiving your request.    

  

Your right to request a review of decision     

If you are dissatisfied with the way in which we have handled your request for information, you may 
ask us to review our decision. A request that we review our decision should be made in writing within 
40 working days of the date of this letter or, if we have not responded to your request, within 40 days of 
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the date by which we should have responded (that would normally be 20 days after receiving your 
request).   

We will review our decision and tell you the outcome within 20 working days of receiving your request.   

If, having done so, you remain dissatisfied, you may ask the Scottish Information Commissioner to 
review our decision. You must submit your request in writing to the Commissioner within 6 months of 
first receiving notice about the matter you are complaining about.  

The Commissioner will not deal with an application unless SLAB’s review process has been used and 
exhausted – in other words, until you have asked us to review our decision and you are not satisfied 
with our response or have not received a response within 20 working days of your request.   

The Commissioner's contact details are:  

The Scottish Information Commissioner  
Kinburn Castle  
Doubledykes Road  
St Andrews  
Fife  
KY16 9DS  
Telephone: 01334 464610  
Fax: 01334 464611  

 Website www.itspublicknowledge.info    

 E-mail: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info    

  

Your appeal can also be dealt with online. The Commissioner has an online appeal service which is 
available 24/7 and offers requesters real time help and advice about their appeal. This can be 
accessed at:  www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal  


